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unions lobby for "prev
• Laborers^aperatingengineers
urge feds to consider past wage

Two construction .unions
are lobbying the U.S.
Department of Labor that a
prevailing wage has already
been established for workers
cleaning asbestos-contnminat-
ed vermic'ulite from Libby
area homes.

In a joint, letter to.the
Department of Labor, officials
from the Laborers
International Union of North
America, Local 1334, and the
International Union of
Operating Engineers, Local
400, are opposing the recom-
mendation of the EPA to cut
wages by more-than $5 an.
hour. .

"It is our position that
Davis-Bacon wages cannot be
cut as the EPA wants, because
the heavy rate that has been
paid over the past several
years has effectively estab-
lished the prevailing rate," .
said Randy Siemers, a lead
organizer for the Laborer's
union.

Responding to national bud-
get cuts that had reduced the
local Superfirad' cleanup bud-
get, a wage reduction was pro-
posed since the Libby project
had moved from the investiga-

tion phase to the cleanup,
according to project manager
Jim Christiansen. >

However, Christiansen said;
he had anticipated the change I
in wages when new contiacls.
were bid for future, work in|
Libby. Instead, they were put'
in place in January with little'
or no warning to workers. i

At that time, the wage wasi
dropped from $24.29 .to
$29.38 an hour tpr$14 to $18
an hour, about a $10 an hour <
reduction.

Christiansen asked the fed-
erar Department of Labor to
review the state's recommend-
ed wage for asbestos remedia-
tion workers. That wage is

$19.55.'
Representatives from both

unions are continuing to meet
with workers about forming
unions.

"We are actively involved
in organizing the.workers into
unions," Siemers said,
"because workers want to put
collective bargaining agree-
ments iii place dial would pre-
vent any monkey business in
the future."

The letter from the unions,
to the federal department
seeks to include wage data of
Libby workers from, the
cleanup of 200 homes in any
new wage determination.

"There is a strong possibili-
ty that the Department of
Labor is; not aware that 20,0.

homes have already been
cleaned up by workers being
paid at what we consider to be
the'appropriate 'heavy' rate of
between $24.29 and $29.38 an
hour," said Mike Jonas, an
organizer for the Operating
Engineers.

Jonas said everyone, includ-
ing the workers, "wants to get
the cleanup done as quickly
and efficiently as possible but
there's, no use doing' it unless
it . 's-done right and that
includes treating cleanup
workers right."

The EPA's local cleanup
budget was cut by about $5
million, prompting concerns
that the Superfund project
would be delayed several
more years.


